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for every one allows she is extremely beautiful. Her
dress was the thinnest sarcenet and white crepe without
the least stiffening in it, made without a single plait in the
skirt, the width at the bottom being made of gores; there
was scarcely any waist to it and no sleeves; her back, her
bosom, part of her waist and her arms were uncovered
and the rest of her form visible. She was engaged the
next evening at Madm P's, Mrs. R. Smith and several
other ladies sent her word, if she wished to meet them
there, she must promise to have more clothes on. I was
highly pleased with this becoming spirit in our ladies.
Mrs. Moreton, of whom you have heard me speak, re-
ceived the visit of------and his lady in bed. No one

however followed the fashion they wished to set- I
could write many more such anecdotes, but this is enough
for one letter. . . .

FROM THOMAS JEFFERSON

Th: Jefferson presents his respectful compliments to
Mrs. Smith, and being charged with those of a distant
friend of hers, he cannot give better evidence of them
than her own letter, which he incloses with his salutations.

July 10,' 05.

TO MRS. KIRKPATRICK

Washington, December 6th, 1805 Thursday,
. . . . Friday morning. Maria is seated at her
writing table in my room, and I have the stand placed
beside the fire in the parlour and the children playing
round me. I shall accustom myself to write and read
with them in the room and I shall soon find it easy, tho'
at present, it somewhat disturbs me I tell Maria she may not often be seen in this
